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would be signing with those of France a renunciation
of any claims against their existing European frontiers.
As long as this game was kept up no issue ought to
be raised in the west by the concerted Italo-German
diplomacy that might bring Britain and France together
in a war against the Axis Powers. And if Britain and
France could be kept divided by such tactics all the
easier would it be to bring under German organization
the rest of Europe beyond the strategic front of the
Axis. Such a peace would certainly have its victories;
but only on condition that the Italo-German strategic
front in the west were made impregnable. And that, in
its turn, was virtually impossible as long as one danger,
foreseen but not resolved in Mein Kampf, existed. That
was lest the Western Powers should take Germany and
Italy in the rear or on their eastern flanks. Munich
settled the rear and the eastern flanks. What of the
western front?
The German people were told by Herr Hitler in his
closing speech to the Nuremberg Rally, on September
12, 1938, that "by the winter'7 the feverish activity of
480,000 German workers on the Rhineland fortifications
(Siegfried Line) would be completed, and the German
people would thenceforth be secure behind an impreg-
nable barrier of steel and concrete. Such a barrier exists
between France and Italy only in the form of the Alps.
Between Germany and Italy in the west comes the
narrow south-west to north-east valley of Switzerland;
and we have already given reasons for thinking that any
joint German-Italian offensive against the west would
necessitate at least the Italo-German occupation (if not
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